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TRANSPORT authorities in cities throughout Britain are drawing up plans for new light
railways.

Already five schemes have been given the go-ahead: the Lewisham extension of the Docklands
Light Railway; the Greater Manchester Metrolink; the South Yorkshire Supertram; Midland
Metro; and Croydon Tramlink.

Others have been held up by wrangles over public funding by the out-going Tory government,
which remained unconvinced that light rail is the solution to urban transport problems.

In a speech last year about the future of light rail transport the then minister for local transport,
Stephen Norris, said: The problems are clear, but the answer why not build a tram? is really no
more helpful than why not build a road?.

Labours approach is less sceptical. Andrew Smith, now employment minister, speaking as
shadow transport secretary at Labours party conference last October, said: Take the
Manchester Metrolink; a cutting-edge tram system carrying 13 million passengers a year.

Its good for the environment, good for jobs, good for safety and good for the people of
Manchester.

As a form of public transport, light rail falls neatly between a conventional railway and bus and
manages to combine the benefits of both. But light railways are not the perfect solution they are
highly visible and they are noisy, which does not make them popular with the people whose
houses they pass.

The election of a new Labour government will mean new policies for local transport. For the
Tories, light rail would have been entirely at the mercy of private finance. Light rapid transit
schemes must have the private sector in the lead, bringing hard cash to the table, and a lot of
hard cash, said Mr Norris.

Labours manifesto promised to give local authorities new powers to experiment with such
schemes and also with public-private partnerships.

The government is likely to favour road-pricing schemes as a method of bringing in money
which local authorities could then use to invest in bus, tram and rail networks.

Listed on these pages are the UK light rail runners and riders.

Manchester

THE SEVEN lines of Manchesters 760 million Metrolink project form the largest of all the
planned UK light rail systems.



Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority & Executive (GMPTE) predicts that the
network could take five million car journeys off the road each year and create up to 9,300 jobs
within 10 years.

The first line, costing 145 million, was built by Mowlem. It opened in 1992 and runs the 30 km
between Altrincham and Bury via Manchester city centre. This year work on the 6.4 km Salford
Quays to Eccles extension is expected to start.

The 120 million scheme, for which Laings consortium Altram is preferred bidder, is funded by
the GMPTE, European Regional Development Funds and government cash.

The 115 million Oldham to Rochdale extension will be the third section. Although funding has
not been finalised, planning permission is in place and trams are expected to be running on the
24 km stretch by 2000.

The 21 km South Manchester line, which will run to the airport, was the subject of a planning

inquiry in 1995. The government gave the go-ahead if funding could be found for the 145 million
section.

GMPTE also has permission to build a 100 million East Manchester extension, which will link
the city centre to the Eastlands area, where the 2002 Commonwealth Games will be held.

A 55 million spur to the 195 million Trafford Centre shopping complex is approved but requires
funding. In addition, the transport executive is carry out a feasibility study to extend the Metrolink
to Stockport.

Croydon

ON JANUARY 6, Tramtrack Croydon started work on the 200 million PFI scheme to build a

28 km tramlink in Croydon, London.

Tramtrack Croydon is a consortium that includes Sir Robert McAlpine, Amey, CentreWest,
Bombardier Eurorail and the Royal Bank of Scotland.

Like other light rail schemes, the Croydon project has taken years to realise: in November 1991
the Croydon Tramlink Bill went before parliament but it took until 1994 for it to be passed.

Ten per cent of the project sum is for diverting services. The network is expected to be open by
November 1999.

Leeds

IN 1993, the powers to build the South Leeds Supertram were granted by Parliament through
the Leeds Supertram Act but work has yet to start.

West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive was hoping to meet government ministers

before the general election to confirm funding for the 300 million, 30 km scheme. But the
decision was deferred until after the general election taking the scheme ever closer to the July
1998 deadline, when its parliamentary powers lapse.

In March 1996, the Eurotrans consortium (Morrison, Christiani & Nielsen, British Bus and Vevey)
was appointed to design, build, operate and maintain the 130 million Line 1 perhaps to spur
Whitehall into action. Line one runs from Stourton to the city centre.

Two future lines connecting East Leeds and Headingley to the city centre are the subject of a
public inquiry.



Nottingham

THREE consortia are expected to return bids for the 90 million Nottingham Express Transit
system on June 16. Bids will be evaluated during the summer and a winner selected in the
autumn. Funding will then be sought for the 14 km line between the city centre and Hucknall.

The bidders are: Arrow

(Adtranz /Nottingham City Trans-port/Tarmac/Transdev); Ansal-do/Alfred McAlpine (including
bus company Mainline); and Tramrider (Balfour Beatty/ Siemens/ First Bus).

The scheme has taken more than eight years to reach this stage in 1989 a consortium of county
and city councils agreed to finance a feasibility study and the project had an estimated value of
just 30 million.

Bristol

CITY LINK consortium is preferred bidder for the 34 million-67 million PFI scheme to build the
Bristol and South Gloucestershire rapid transit scheme.

The winning consortium of Norwest Holst, Pell Frischmann and BR Research, with adviser
Sumitomo Bank and solicitors Sherwood, was chosen as the private sector joint venture
partnership by Bristol and South Gloucestershire councils.

The deal is expected to be finalised this summer, with the system operating by 2001.

Design options were left open to bidder. City Link chose a light rail scheme using shared tracks.
New rails will be laid to be shared with existing heavy rail traffic.

Sunderland

WITHIN months Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Executive will invite contractors to
prequalify for the 70 million Sunderland metro project.

A deal will be signed by the end of next year. Work is expected to start in 1999 with the system
running by early 2001.

Liverpool

MERSEY Travel, the Merseyside Passenger Transport Executive, is evaluating bids for
Liverpools new rapid transit system. The 50 million-80 million scheme is expected to be
completed in 2001.

Docklands

WORK is progressing on the 130 million Lewisham extension between Crossharbour and the
Isle of Dogs.

The 4.2 km line is being built by the Light Rail Group, a consortium including Mowlem, GEC

Alsthom, Mitsui and London Electricity.

The origins of the Docklands Light Railway can be found in The Docklands Spine Bus, Tram or
Tube? a report published in 1975. With the creation of the London Docklands Development
Corporation in 1981 new interest was sparked in the scheme. By autumn 1982 the government
had committed 65 million to fund a railway, provided it was built within the cash limit.

Midland Metro

ALTRAM (Laing, Ansaldo Trasporti and Travel West Midlands) started work on the 145 million
Midland Metro Line 1 in August 1995.



Work on the West Midlands Passenger Transport Authoritys project is 50 per cent complete,
with track-laying progressing at 0.5 km a week.

The 21 km line, which is set to open in August 1998, will run from Wolverhampton to Snow Hill
in Birmingham and have 23 stations.

Original Midland Metro plans included two lines, giving the whole system a value of 600 million.
But Rob


